Serial No. 09/532,933 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik oth roug h. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Pl ease AMEND claims 25-28 and ADD claim 29 in accordance with the following: 

Claims 1-4 (cancelled). 

5. (previously presented) The electronic commerce system according to claim 28, 
further comprising a purchase and sale information managing unit concluding a transaction of 
the registered sale or purchase request, which is obtained by said searching unit. 



Claims 6-8 (cancelled). 



9. (previously presented) The electronic commerce system according to claim 26, 
further comprising a unit displaying a transaction partner that sets a transaction condition and a 
transaction partner that does not set a transaction condition by making a distinction between the 
transaction partners, when transaction partners searched by said searching unit are listed and 
displayed. 

Claims 10-24 (cancelled). 



25. (currently amended) An electronic commerce system aiding in purchase and sale of 
commodities, comprising: 

afirst and second registered commodity data storing-wit s unit, associ ated with a first 
transaction partner , eaeh-storing for each commodity handled bv the first transaction p artner at 

commodity , g^glcommoditv-pftee s price , and information relating to public disclosure indicating 
whether reference bv other transaction partners are-isallowed aco o s s to tho commodity pric es; 

a second registered commodity data storing unit associated wit h at least a second 
transaction partner, storing, for at least one commodity handled bv at least the second 
transaction partner, information identifying the commodity., a usual com modity price, and price 
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change conditions including information of an associated commodity transacted with the least 
one commodity; 

a search unit searching , in the second registered commodity data storing unit for a first 
commodity identified by first information matching the information stored in said first registered 
commodity data storing unit as -for one of the commodities that may be publicly disclosed-ansl 

r e ading pr i ce chang e conditions includ i ng -the first information identifying a second commodity 
transacted with the first commodity, which afe~isjegistered for aftefeef- the second transaction 
partner; and 

a sale and purchase situation judgment unit referring to second information of the 
second commodity registered in association with the first commodity in the second registered 
commodity data storing unit and, when the second information matches the information stored in 
said first registered commodity data storing unit for another of the com modities as publicly 
disclosed or publicly nondisclosed, j udging both the first commodity and the second commodity 
as tradable candidates , if th o informat i on ident i fying tho s e cond commod i ty io stor e d in th e f i rst 
r o gict o red commod i ty data storing unit as publicly d i sc l os e d or publicly nond io c loso d b y r e fer ri n g 
to the i nfor m at io n o f the s e cond commod i ty r e gist e red in association with the - f i rst commo 4tty4& 
th e second r o gict o r e d commod i ty data sto rin g -ufl ii 

26. (currently amended) The electronic commerce system according to claim 25, further 
comprising outputting transaction completion information of the first and second commodities 
when , with regard to the first commodity, a first price of th o first commodity stored in the first 
registered commodity data storing unit matches a changed price obtained based on a-the price 
change conditions of a se co n d pric e for th e f i rst commodity registered in the second registered 
commodity data storing unit, and when, with regard to the second com modity, a thM-second 
price fo r t h e seco nd commod i ty stored in the first registered commodity data storing unit 
matches a fewfc Mhird price for th o o o cond com medity-registered in the second registered 
commodity data storing unit. 



27. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a program for 
aiding in purchase and sale of commodities that when executed causes a computer to perform a 
process comprising; 

storing in a first registered commodity data storing uni t T associated with a first transaction 
partner, for each commodity handled by the first transaction partner at least information 
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identifying a first s o t of commodities the commodity , a set commodity-prioes price , and 
information relating to public disclosure, indicating whether reference bv other transaction 





storing, in a second registered commodity data storing unit associated with at least a 
second transaction partner, for at least one commodity handled bv at least the second 
transaction partner information identifying the commodity, a usual commodity price, and price 
change conditions including information of an associated commodity transacted with the 
commodity; 

searching , in the second registered commodity data storing unit for a first commodity 
identified by first information matching the information stored in the first registered commodity 
data storing unit as- for one of the commodities that may be publicly disciosed x t hat corresponds 



to th o informat i on identifying th e f i rst commodity from -a- second r e gist e r e d ■ commodity data 

stori n g u nit sto r -mg-the first information identifying a s o con d sot of commod i ti e s, a commodity 
price, and pr i c e change coR ^j tionsin et ud i ng tho informat i on of a second commodity transacted 
with the first commodity, which a*e~is_registered for a-the second transaction partner; 

referring to second information of the second commodity registered in association with 
the first commodity in the second registered commodity data storing unit; and 

judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, if the second 
information matches the information id e ntifying tho s o cond commod i ty i s stored in the first 
registered commodity data storing unit for another of the commodities as publicly disclosed or 
publicly nondisclosed , by r e f e rring to the in f o rm a t i on of the second commod i ty regist e red in 
associat i on with the f i rst commodi t y from th o s o cond re gist e r e d commodity dat a sto ri ng unit 

28, (currently amended) An electronic commerce method aiding in purchase and sale of 
commodities, comprising: 

storing as- in a f irst registered commodity data fa ctoring unit, associated with a first 
transaction partner, for each commodity handled by the first transaction partner at least informa- 
tion identifying a f i rst s e t of commod i ties and for e aelv tiie.commodity^a K*4he4tfst-setr-a 
commodity price and information relating to public disclosure, indicating whether access by other 
transaction partners is allowed; 

storing, in a second registered commodity data storing unit associated with at least a 
second transaction partner for at least one commodity handled by at least the second 
transaction partner, information identifying the commodity, a usual commodity price, and price 



partners are-isallowed- 




pricos, in associ a tion with a first transact i on 





5 



Serial No. 09/532,933 
change conditions including information of an associated commodity transacted with the 
commodity; 

searching , in the second registered commodity data storing unit for the i n for m a tio n 
ide ntifying a first commodity i nc l ud e d identified bv first information matching the information 
stored in the first registered commodity data as- storing unit for one of the commodities that may 
be publicly disclosed^ that match es-the first information identifying th e f i rst commodity i n s e con d 
r egi st ere d c om mod i ty data conta i ning infor ma tio n i d e ntifying a s e cond set of commod ities 
handl e d by-oth e r transaction-partners and, for e ach commodity - i n th e second -se t r th o commodity 
p rice and pric e chang e conditions, including informat i on id e ntifying a second commodity 
transacted with the first commodity bv the second transaction partner ; 

re f err j na to second information of the second commodity registered in association with 
the first commodity in the second registered commodity data storing unit; and 

judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, if the second 
information matches t he information id o nt i fying the s e cond commodity i s stored in the first 
registered commodity data storing unit for another of the commodities as publicly disclosed or 
publicly nondisclosed ; by re f er ring to th e i nformat i on id e nt i fying t h e ^eeer^ommodtty 
reg i st e red in associat i on with th e- firet commo di t y - i n- th e second r e gist e red commod i ty data . 

29. (new) An electronic commerce system aiding in purchase and sale of commodities, 
comprising: 

a registered commodity data storage unit storing records with registered commodity 
identifiers identifying commodities and registered commodity price information, and registered 
purchase/sale information indicating whether the commodities are desired by or available from 
registered transaction partners; 

trader commodity data storage units, each storing trader-specific information, including 
trader commodity identifiers, trader commodity price information, trader purchase/sale 
information and, for each record containing the registered commodity price information, 
public/private information indicating whether transaction partners are allowed access to the 
registered commodity price information in that record; 

a search unit searching said registered commodity data storage unit for a first 
commodity, one of desired by and available from a first transaction partner, and reading price 
change conditions including a related commodity identifier identifying a second commodity 
transacted with the first commodity by a second transaction partner when the public/private 
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information for one of the records identifying the first commodity transacted by the second 
transaction partner indicates public access to the price change conditions; and 

a judgment unit determining that both the first and second commodities are tradable 
candidates if the related commodity identifier matches one of the trader commodity identifiers 
and the trader commodity price information and the trader purchase/sale information for the first 
transaction partner is compatible with the registered commodity price information and the 
registered purchase/sale information for the second transaction partner. 



